














In Our Commaunity

42 Years of Dowes

This year marks the 42nd anniversary of the Person-to-Person Dove Program. Christmas Doves would never
have been possible without the enthusiastic support of area churches. Basically, Dove boxes provide
holiday food to families in need. But they also give individuals and families the opportunity to share
their blessings with their neighbors at Christmas. This is a wonderful opportunity to help your children
understand the joy of giving during the Christmas season. Participation is open to anyone and may
involve preparing a wrapped carton of food or can be as simple as making a direct donation to families/
adults through Person-to-Person.

Each year, St. John’s joins with other churches, to participate in Person-to-Person’s Christmas Dove
Program. Through this program, participants respond to the needs of families and seniors in our community who
might otherwise go without this Holiday Season. Parishioners wishing to participate need only select a White or
Green Dove follow directions printed on it and bring joy into another home this Season.

White Dove: Fill a box with food and love for Christmas Day. All necessary food items and directions are on the
reverse side of the Dove. A $15.00 contribution is required so Person-to-Person can purchase a supermarket gift card
for each family to buy their own choice of meat. Fill in the back of the dove with your name, address & telephone
number and return it (along with the $15.00) to Karen McNamara.

Green Dove: A financial contribution to Person-to-Person’s Scholarship or Emergency Assistance Fund. Scholarship
will enable eager students to continue their education. Emergency Assistance Fund will help someone with a fuel bill,
rent or a medical bill not covered by Medicaid. Please mail your financial contribution directly to Person-to Person.

The Doves will be displayed in the dining room beginning on the following Sundays after the worship service:
December 5 and December 12
RETURN your filled, closed, wrapped box to St. John’s on Sunday, December 19th.

If you have any questions regarding the Person-to-Person Christmas Dove Program, please contact Karen McNamara
at 203-359-9521 or karenlpeterson@optonline.net.

Whiting for Christ in the Midst of Distractions—

In Advent we wait for the birth of Christ. — but waiting is hard. And there are so many distractions!
Events pull us into a hectic frenzy of secular --and religious --activity! Tests loom for students and teachers,
year-end finances challenge businesses, family celebrations, travel, entertainment, all vie for our time and
attention -as well as the Christmas Show and extra Services!

This Advent let’s remember who we are and Whose we are. We are Beloved of God. As baptized people
we are marked as Christ’s own forever! Through Jesus, God enters into our humanity and makes our lives a
place where the sacred can enter. All our activities- and all the concerns of our lives- are places where we can
wait for Jesus!

Join us on December 12 and December 19 at 9:00am between services - for meditations, prayers and
activities to invite Jesus into our lives during this Advent Season. Meanwhile, as we start Advent, invite Jesus to
be with you in all your activities: at the beginning of the day, before a meeting at the office, before sending the
kids to school, before making up guest lists, before buying presents, balancing budgets, making decisions,
getting together with family.

This Advent, rather than trying to “get away” from our busy lives, or put them on hold to wait for Jesus—
let’s remember who we are and Whose we are. As beloved of God our lives are sacred -- even the distractions
are places where Jesus can enter! Amen Mother Kathleen+
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Save the Date!

Saturday, Dec. 4 ~ Stamford Model Railroad Club Open House ~ 1:00 - 5:00 & 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
The Stamford Model Railroad Club opens its doors to the public only a few times a year between Thanksgiving and
Christmas. The Club will also be open after the 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. showings of the St. John’s Christmas Show, Sunday,
December 5.

Sunday, December 5 ~ 8t. John’s fdnnual Christmas Show ~ 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.

Christmas time is the season for giving. It is in that spirit that St. John’s Episcopal Church will offer the gift of its Christmas
show for the 18th year. This event brings together the diverse talents of St. John’s community, and 'Eglise de 'Epiphanie to
tell the story of The Holy Family and the first Christmas. Admission is free with a ticket and a gift of canned, dried goods or
a toy donation for St. Luke’s Lifeworks. For tickets, please contact Sandie in the parish office at (203) 348-2619 ext 10. If you

would like to donate to the show, please look for the special offering envelopes in the Sunday bulletin or in the back of the
church. Thank you.

Monday Evenings, Adult Bible Study ~ 7:30 p.m.

Monday night Bible study and Prayer Group meets every week from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. for fellowship and Bible study. We will
be studying and meditating on “The Message of Acts.” by John Stott. Come and join us on this journey. All are welcome!

Tuesday Evenings ~ Quilting Group and Knitting Group ~ 6:30 p.m.
Each of these groups meet in the Conference Room every Tuesday evening. If you are interested in or have questions about
the quilting group or the newly formed prayer shawl group please call the parish office.

Thursday Morning Bible Study ~ 10:30 a.m.

The Thursday morning bible study group has begun a study of the Gospel of Luke. All are welcome to join us in the
Conference Room from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. every Thursday. Many often stay for the 12:10 Holy Eucharist and brown bag
lunch afterward. Come early for coffee and fellowship.

Thursday, December 9 & Friday December 10 ~ Midnight Run Packing Party ~ 6:30 p.m.

See details on page 4 or contact Deacon Liz at deaconliz624@gmail.com

Friday, December 10 ~ Kelly & Sean’s Cabaret Performance in New York City ~ 8:30 p.m.

Don’t miss Dr. Sean Jackson and parishioner Kelly Chatman at “Don’t Tell Mama” Cabaret and Piano Bar located at 343
West 46th Street on Restaurant Row in the heart of the Theatre District in New York City.

Sundays, December 12 & 19 ~ Waiting for Christ in the Midst of Distractions ~ 9:00 -9:45 a.m.

In this season of Advent — as we await Christ’s birth -join the clergy for prayers, meditations and activities to invite Jesus into
our lives even as we get busy! December 12 will feature thoughts and meditations for parents and families young and old.
December 19 will focus on preparing our hearts and souls for the Christ child!

Saturday, December 18 ~ Faith Tabgrnaclg & St. John’s Choir Christmas Concert ~ 6:00 p.m.

For the first time ever, Faith Tabernacle Baptist Church and St. John’s Episcopal Church Choirs will join their voices in a
joyous and inspirational Christmas Concert here at St. John’s. Give your spirit a lift; come and experience the joy of the season

through music. The suggested donation is $10.00

Sunday, December 19 ~ Advent Lessons & Carols Service ~ 10:15 a.m.
~ “Greening of the Church” ~11:30 a.m.

Immediately following the 10:15 service, parishioners are invited to help with the "Greening of the Church". Please meet in
the sanctuary to help us place bows on wreaths to be hung inside and out as we beautify the church for Christmas.

~ Person to Person Christmas Dove Return Day ~ 11:45 a.m.
The Person-to-Person Christmas Dove program provides holiday food to families in need. Participation is open to everyone.
For details, please see page 4

Friday & Saturday, December 24 & 25 ~ Christmas Services

December 24: ~12:10 p.m.-Holy Eucharist~ ~5:00 p.m.-Christmas Eve Family Service~ ~10:30 p.m. -Concert of best-loved
Christmas Music with Choir, Organ and Trumpet; 11:00 p.m. - Festival Holy Eucharist with familiar carols and candlelight~

December 25: ~12:10 p.m. - Holy Eucharist~ More details of these and all services can be found on the back page.

Monday, January 1 ~ Holy Eucharist and Dutch Brunch ~ Noon

Join us for the New Year’s Day Holy Eucharist and a “Dutch-treat” brunch at a local restaurant immediately following the
service. All are welcome! See Fr. Jim for more details.
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Parish Calendar - December and January Calendar of Events

Tuesday, November 30
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Thursday, December 2
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, December 4
8:30 a.m. Christmas Show Dress Rehearsal
1:00 p.m. Model Railroad Open House (until 5 p.m.)
7:00 p.m. Model Railroad Open House (until 9 p.m.)

Sunday, December 5
Midnight Run Blanket Sunday (details page 5)
11:30 a.m. All Midnight Run Donations Due Today
1:00 p.m. Final Christmas Show Dress Rehearsal
**4:00 & 6:00 p.m. The Christmas Show**
The Stamford Model Railroad Club will be open
after each showing of the Christmas Show

Monday, December 6
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, December 7
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Cooking for Midnight Run
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Thursday, December 9
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Preparation for Midnight Run
until 10:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 10 - January Newsletter Deadline!
10:00 a.m. Preparation for Midnight Run
until 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 12
9:00 a.m. Adult Formation (Parlor)
“Waiting for Christ in the Midst of Distractions”
11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal

Monday, December 13
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, December 14
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
7:00 p.m. Vestry

Thursday, December 16
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:00 p.m. Choir Concert Rehearsal

Saturday, December 18

6:00 p.m. Faith Tabernacle and St. John’s Choir

Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 19
Person-to-Person Doves Due*
*(details on page 6)
9:00 a.m. Adult Formation (Parlor)
“Waiting for Christ in the Midst of Distractions”

10:15 a.m. Advent Lessons & Carols Service
11:00 a.m. Bake Sale

11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal
11:45 a.m. Greening of the Church*

**Everyone’s help is needed & appreciated!

Monday, December 20
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, December 21

10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting

6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting

Wednesday, December 22
6:30 p.m. Flower Guild Arranging for Christmas Services*

**All Volunteers & Guild Members invited!

Thursday, December 23
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve
- Parish Office Closed

5:00 p.m. *Christmas Eve Family Services
10:30 p.m. *Concert of best-loved Christmas Music
11:00 p.m. *Festival Holy Eucharist

Saturday, December 25 - Christmas Day

- Parish Office Closed
12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 26
No Christian Education Classes today
11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal

Monday, December 27 Parish Office Closed
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, December 28
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Saturday, January 1 - New Year’s Day
11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
12:00 p.m. Dutch Brunch
Sunday, January 2
No Christian Education Classes today
Holy Eucharist with
Christmas Lessons and Carols

Monday, January 3 - Parish Office Closed
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, January 4
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Thursday, January 6
9:00 a.m. Clericus Meeting
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, January 9
6:15 p.m. Patronal Feast of I'Eglise de I'Epiphanie

Monday, January 10
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, December 11
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Vestry
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting

10:15

Christmas Flowers

If you would like to give flowers at the altar in
memory of a loved one this Christmas, use the
envelope enclosed in this newsletter or contact
Sandie in the church office at 203-348-2619 ext 10 .
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Sawve the Date!
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