








GEMERATION NEAT !

Generation Next Makes Its Pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine!

“...the first cathedral you see remains
with you forever as the cathedral of the
world.” - M. E. W. Sherwood

“I never weary of great churches. It is
my favorite kind of mountain scenery.
Mankind was never so happily inspired as
when it made a cathedral.”

- Robert Louis Stevenson

That’s right, we journeyed by car,
train, and taxi in glacial temperatures and
through whipping winds to reach our
Cathedral destination for fourteen hours
of worship, fun, prayer, basketball,
singing, meditation, touring, learning,
wandering, listening, praying, labyrinth-
walking, and sleeping — NOT MUCH! - on
the floor of the Cathedral School
basketball courts!

“Nightwatch” is an outreach ministry
of St. John the Divine in New York City
that has been introducing young people to
the mystery, wonder, beauty, and
grandeur of the cathedral for decades.
The Journey to Adulthood class of St.
John’s Stamford made its first pilgrimage
there, and young people from Methodist,
Federated, and Congregational churches
from Vermont to Pennsylvania joined us
for this unique opportunity to discover the
many amazing facets of cathedral life.

Intrepid chaperones who joined me
were J2A leader Karen Peterson,
seminarian Karl Griswold-Kuhn and his
wife Jen, and J2A parent Peter Munsch.
J2Aers who attended included Nathan
Boll, Madeline DiNucci, Evan Jones, Niles
Munsch, Aurora Owens, Bill Schlegel,
Christian Schlegel, Sam Smit, and lan
Zacharewicz. We managed not to lose
anyone on Metro North or in our four
taxis to and from the Cathedral — quite a
feat at the 125™ Street station on Friday
night at rush hour! We stopped for dinner
in a decent deli before going to the dark
and closed cathedral. A little light was on
in the basement where Paul Johnson and
his Nightwatch staff and musicians were
waiting to greet us. Ours was the first
group to arrive and we took over the
basketball court immediately to warm up
and then BEAT the other groups -
including older and bigger kids — at
endless games of hoops (all in the spirit of

Christian love, of course.) Bravo to all of
our J2Aers (and especially Aurora and
Madeline) for making baskets against
those towering high school guys from
New Fairfield!

We had such a great time. For Karen
Peterson, the highlights of this outing
were “sitting in candlelight in the
cathedral before the midnight Eucharist

and watching the J2A kids have fun both
playing basketball AND learning about
the cathedral.” The Cathedral of Saint
John the Divine staff did a magnificent
job of hosting us, teaching us,
entertaining us, and leading us in
meditation, prayer, song, and worship.
They really have perfected this event and
have structured the optimal balance of
activity, quiet time, fun, exercise, breaks,
singing, learning, and worship.
Nightwatchers first discover the
cathedral in the dark, with only the glow
of prayer candles to help us discern the
immense dimensions of the space.

For Peter Munsch, his favorite part
of the -evening was “the Organ
demonstration. The Cathedral was
completely dark, and Paul Johnson had
us stand in the Nave of the church
(where the ceiling is 124 ft tall) and
described the special acoustics of the
interior due to the size and how much
stone there was. On the count of three,
we all yelled "Yo" at the top of our lungs,
and the echo was so strong that it truly
gave us the sense of how expansive the
interior of the building is. Before the

echo died out, the organ started playing
and lights were abruptly turned on. Some
kids dove for cover.” The loudest pipes of
the Great Organ were just over our heads
and we all jumped at the surprise. Our
‘yo’ was the cue to organ scholar James
Wetzel to throw the light switch and
pound the anthem pipes! He was at the
opposite end of the 601 ft cathedral...
that’s almost two football fields away!

The overnight included: lots of
basketball, meeting kids from other
churches, a demonstration of the Great
Organ, walking a labyrinth, candlelit quiet
time, a midnight Eucharist and worship at
the High Altar, discovering the cathedral
at night in the dark, discovering the
cathedral when the sun was shining
through the stained glass windows in the
morning, a fascinating tour of the
Cathedral with Paul Johnson, learning
new songs with cathedral musicians, and
a few surprises. While learning about the
windows, lan Zacharewicz was selected
as the model of Christ at 5’7" to put into
perspective the vast size of the rose
window. Official lights-out time for
sleeping on the gymnasium floor was
from 1:30 - 7 am. (We probably slept four
hours in all.) Our J2Aers really behaved
like family. They all hung out together
and even enjoyed sitting and joking
together on the train. We should
definitely do this again. Not only was it
great fun, it is a rare and unforgettable
privilege to discover the cathedral in this
way. — Karen Halac

Calling All College Students!
Hailing All High Schoolers!
Parents and youth are encouraged to
email khalac@stjohns-stamford.org with
the names, email addresses, expected
graduation dates, and school affiliations
of ALL of our parish students in high
school, college, and graduate school. The
Diocese of CT and St. John's are eager to
improve its outreach to our college
students. We want to be in conversation
with and support ALL of our students.
We want to hear your ideas and plan

special events for you in 2010!
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'Several parishioners were asked

to write about the way faith in God
affects their awareness and use of
money. Here are responses from three
St. John's families:"

‘We've always known that an
expression of our faith includes giving a
weekly offering to God and to our family’s
church. It is a lesson we learned by
example from our parents. Both sets of
parents didn't have any extra money
laying around. They didn’t spend money
without careful thought and consideration.
But their offering to church was not an
afterthought - it was not something left
over. It was the first thing taken out of the
monthly income.

“We believe it’s just something you do
as a faithful Christian. It's a lesson we
were taught and something we have come
to believe in our faith journey.

“‘Now we all know that this money
does not go up to the heavens. It actually
goes to pay for heat, copy paper, the lights,
music, art supplies and such. But it also
goes to support the people and the
programs which combined with our time
and talents make a difference in our
community and in the large communal
church. We also realize that St. John’s has
its challenges. It is not a perfect place.

“But we are in. We are a part of it.
And our pledge is our commitment to the
place, the people, and the future.

“As faithful Christians we offer a
portion of our income to the Church and
specifically to our church, St. John’s."Mark
and Jennifer Famous

“Like most parents, how we deal with
money has a lot to do with the values we
hope to impart to our children. We try to
avoid extravagance. We put a limit on
expenditure out of principle: not buying
everything one wants, but what one
genuinely needs. We try to help our
children understand that they enjoy a
standard of living unique in world history
that should not be taken for granted. Most
of all, we try to be as generous as we can
in the hope that our children will develop a

spirit of generosity of their own. We ask
them to share not just money, but time
and energy and caring and consideration.
Although we don’t go into specifics, we let
them know that we try to donate
generously to the church, and we explain
why. Of course, giving money cannot
replace the kinds of outreach and service
we should really do ourselves, face to
face; at any rate, giving money to further
the work of the church is better than not
helping at all. We see our fellow
parishioners putting their heart and energy
into service to others and spreading a
sprit of sharing and community. It's hard
to resist getting involved in any way one
can. We feel fortunate to be a part — even
a very small part — of that work, and we
feel especially blessed that our children
can grow in that spirit and have it become
a part of themselves.”

David and Christina Lehner

When we were asked to contribute
our ideas and thoughts for this column, we
struggled with what to say. Perhaps we
weren't using our faith to guide our
spending, our planning, or our giving to St.
John’s. We were just doing our best to
meet our financial obligations and set a
good example for our children. We were
reacting and responding to being
creatures of our society and our roles as
parents and caregivers. We did what we
did and do what we do without giving it too
much thought, just because it is the right
thing or the practical thing. But then
where do our ideas of right and practical
come from?

Here is where our Christian
upbringing and continuing faith shows its
hand. So much of what we do is simply
because it is what has always been done,
because of Christ Jesus’ example and the
lessons we have learned in our church.
They may not always be spoken of with a
direct connection to our faith experience
but that experience permeates our very
existence. A favorite phrase in our home
is “we may not have everything we want,
but we have everything we need”. We try
to teach our children to appreciate what

we have in talents and in material goods,
we repeatedly remark that are rich in
family and friends and find most of our
recreational  pursuits involve  simply
sharing our home and an evening with
good friends. We have tried to help our
children and each other to avoid the petty
jealousies that can easily erupt in our
affluent community, the friend with the
beautiful new dining room set, the
expensive cars, summer camps, etc. We
have seen in our news media how these
desires for more and more lead to crime,
to the exploitation of the elderly and
hardworking families as well as the “rich
and famous.”

We try to teach our children that
financial success can be hollow if
accomplished without integrity. While we
emphasize financial responsibility for
many reasons, we argue that we are
fortunate to have been raised in the
United States, to have access to a good
education and to almost unlimited
financial opportunities. As long as we are
able, we should do the best we can to
take care of ourselves and our children.
We may have times of need, but they are
not a result of greed, but rather of
misfortune. That being said we should
never assume that someone in need has
been irresponsible. Our children see us
help in many ways, by giving time and or
financial assistance and they often join us
in that process. So we may not say...What
would Jesus Do?, but when we say what
is the right thing?, that is exactly what we
mean.

-John and Annalisa DiNucci

We are still in need and continually
accept pledges and commitments. If you
are able, please consider giving
generously. It takes a lot to keep our
beautiful building afloat and our programs
operating to better facilitate our
mission. Thank you to all who continue to
support the church in any way you can.

If you need a pledge card, please call
Sandie in the parish office at 203-348-
2619 ext 10.

St. John’s Parish
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Parish Calendar - January and February Calendar of Events

Friday, January 1- New Year’s Day

Parish Office Closed Monday, January 18 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday*
12:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist *Parish Office Closed
1:00 p.m. Dutch Brunch 7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Sunday, January3 Tuesday, January 19
No Christian Education Classes today 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
10:15 a.m. Festival of Lessons and Carols 12:00 p.m. Staff Luncheon
12:00 p.m. Haiti Presentation after coffee hour Thursday, January 21
Monday, January4 10:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
Tuesday, January 5 7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting Friday, January 22
Wednesday, January 6 7:30 p.m. Chelsea Chen Organ Recital
6:30 p.m. Epiphany Evening Sunday, January 24
Thursday, January 7 1stAnniversary of Mother Julia’s Ordination
10:00 a.m.  Thursday Morning Bible Study 11:45a.m. Annual Parish Meeting
6:00 p.m. Baptismal Prep Monday, January 25
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting 7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal Tuesday, January 26
Friday, January 8 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal Thursday, January 28
Saturday, January 9 _ 10:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Zinn-Gonzalez Wedding 6:30 p.m. St. John’s Community Foundation Meeting
Sunday, January 10 7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
30th Anniversary of Fr. Jim’s Ordination 7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist & Baptism Monday, February 1
6:15 p.m. Patronal Feast of L'Eglise de L'Epiphanie 7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
(St. John’s invited!) Tuesday, February 2
Monday, January 11*** 10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting

***Deadline for Annual Meeting Reports from

Heads of committees and activities . .
> 10:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Stud
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 700 o, Boy o Meetingg y

Tuesday, January 12#*~* 7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
**Deadline for February Newsletter Monday, February 8

10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting . ;
2:30 p.m. Adult Education Workshop (until 4 p.m.) 7:30 p.m.  Adult Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting Tli%?ggyv Frgbrugtryf?M i
Thursday, January 14 o0 am. att Meeting

10:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study 6:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 4

Many Thanks . ..

Thanks to the many parishioners who participated in the Person to Person Dove program this
year with food and monetary contributions. St. John’s was one of 19 churches who
participated in delivering Dove boxes to 12 agencies and a total of 871 Dove recipients (in a
*‘- snowstorm, no less!). These contributions really make a difference to the families and people
who receive them. Thanks again! -Karen Peterson McNamera

ST. JOHN'S WINTER COAT DRIVE WRAP UP!

A very special thank you to all who so generously donated coats and winter clothing for the
St. John’s coat drive. The clothing was delivered to St. Luke’s LifeWorks, one of the
leading social services organizations in New England providing education, housing and
support services to people facing homelessness. Clothing was also given to the Person to
Person organization in Darien that responds to neighbors who lack basic necessities and

resources to improve their lives. Both groups were extremely grateful to receive the donations.
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Sawve The Dates:

Friday, January 1 ~ Holy Eucharist and Dutch Brunch ~ 12:00 Noon

Join us for the New Year’s Day Holy Eucharist and a “Dutch-treat” brunch at a local restaurant immediately
following the service. All are welcome! See Fr. Jim for more details.

Sunday , January 3 ~ Christmas Lessons & Carols at the 10:15 service
Join us as we close the Christmas season with a final offering of beloved carols and beautiful music featuring St.
John’s Choir and soloists.

Wednesday, January 6 ~ Epiphany Evening ~ 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Save this date to come together as we leave the wondrous days of Christmas, and turn with the Wise Men to
bring the Light of Christ out into the world. The evening will include a special soup supper, Three King’s
Cakes, and the crafting of beeswax candles, followed by candlelit Taize chant in the sanctuary.

Sunday, January 10 ~ ~ Patronal Feast of L'Eglise de LEpiphanie, ~ 6:15 p.m.
The L'Eglise de L’Epiphanie Vestry joins with the Rev. Judith Alexis to cordially invite all of St. John’s Parish to
the celebration of the patronal feast of L'Eglise de L’Epiphanie

Monday January 11 ~ Report Deadline for Annual Meeting
Heads of committees and activities, must turn in their reports for the Parish Annual meeting no later than today.
If you have any questions, please contact Sandie at 203-348-2619, ext 10. Thank you.

Tuesday, Jan 12 ~ “Surviving and Surpassing the Struggles of Seeking Work” ~ ~ 2:30 p.m.
Join us in the Parlor from 2:30 - 4:00 p.m. for a confidential gathering for members of the St. John’s family who
are dealing with discouragement due to unemployment or underemployment to garner spiritual strength, mutual
support, and job search strategies.

This workshop will be led by our Christian Education Director Karen Halac. Karen previously chaired the
Career Transition Group at Christ Church Greenwich, the Employment Advisory Committee at Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Church NYC, and the Interfaith Career Resources Team in NYC (at the time when she was an
international executive search consultant)

Come and share resources — both practical and spiritual — to strengthen and encourage you. You are not alone,
even if sometimes it feels that way. "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:6-7)

Friday, January 22 ~ Chelsea Chen Organ Recital ~ 7:30 p.m.

Join us for a delightful evening with this dynamic young organist featuring a mix of her own compositions and
works for violin and organ with violinist Lewis Wong.

Sunday, January 24 ~ Parish-Wide Annual Meeting ~ 11:30 a.m.

2\ Our annual meeting will be held in the sanctuary immediately following the 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Election of new Vestry members and officers, year-end review, 2010 budget, and the Episcopal
Missionary Society of Stamford.

ST. JOHN’S PARISH RETREAT ~ MARCHS5-7, 2010
HOLY CROSS MONASTERY IN WEST PARK, NEW YORK
At Holy Cross you enter into a time of prayer and reflection, renewal and re—creation. The
time you spend can help you deepen your sense of communion with God, nature and with others.

The brothers begin the day with Matins and during the morning they celebrate the Holy
Eucharist. At noon, they gather again in the church for Diurnum, and their work day closes with
Vespers. After dinner, they participate in Compline in anticipation of God’s care through the night.

If you are interested in participating in this prayerful and wonderful experience please
contact Karl Griswold—-Kuhn at karlkuhn86@gmail.com. Space is limited so don’t wait!
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