











Christmas Show wrap up!

As | write this, it is Advent — that mysterious season of expectant waiting — just after the 18" annual St.
John’s Christmas Show. Sometimes Advent seems like a delicious mystery, as though we are waiting at the edge of
our seats for the mysterious plot to be untwisted and the ending revealed in the face of the newborn Jesus. At
other times, Advent seems to test our expectancy for still we look through the glass darkly for his second coming.

In this light, St. John’s Christmas Show casts the perfect beginning to the Advent season. What better way
to remind ourselves of what we wait for than to live out the story? Like an impatient reader flipping to the last
page for reassurance that everything does indeed turn out well, the show gave us a glimpse of why it’s worth
reading to the end. The baby is born. He lives. And it makes a difference — to shepherds, to wise kings, to me and
to you.

If we let it, the acting out of the story, can provide new eyes with which to see our own place in the story. |
was struck by the youngest cast member’s expression of pure delight and joy while dancing around Mary at the
beginning of the show. His look of sheer in-the-moment pleasure reminded me of the child-likeness with which
Jesus invites each of us to come to him — expectant, ready and willing to be delighted by his presence and
goodness. In the coming of the shepherds, the cast embodied the truth that Jesus came to the marginalized, to
those living on the outskirts of society, and he invites us to open our hearts to others. The presence of angels,
throughout the story, reminded us that such celestial beings really do exist and that being “sore afraid” is a
justifiable response to those sent on behalf of an all-powerful God.

It was perhaps the coming of the wise kings that gave me the most pause. Their entrance was dramatic
musically and aesthetically. Emerging out of the balcony and proceeding to the stage, Melchior, Caspar, and
Balthasar reminded me that they came from somewhere unknown, beyond the reach of King Herod, his scribe and
Roman guards. Indeed, God had already been weaving together the stories of the three kings, preparing them to
come to worship, just as he was working to prepare Joseph, Mary, Elizabeth and all the other familiar cast. This
glimpse into the meta-narrative of scripture, like the star, points poignantly to the meaning of Advent —the season
of coming, the here and yet not here. We are in God’s presence, he is here, and yet he is still coming more fully at
the end of time.

It is this which we remember at Advent and celebrate at Christmas, and it is this which the Christmas Show
reminds us. Each of us has a place in the Story — the work of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit both in us and in the
world around us. We are invited to participate. And so | end with the question with which Father Jim concluded as
the challenge that the Christmas Show brings to each of us — “l wonder if you are in this story and that the story is
in you?” Submitted by Elizabeth Edwards

Christmas Show pictures courtesy of Bruce Kittredge
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In Our Commaunity

St. John's Midnight Run

On Friday, December 10, 2010, thirteen members
from St. John’s Community, journeyed to NYC for our §
first ever Midnight Run. There were 8 adults and 5
.? teens. We had been preparing for this event for
several months, and our goal was to feed and
distribute clothing to 100-150 people who were living
on the streets of NYC. A huge thanks goes out to the
many St. John’s volunteers, and to the Boy Scout, Troop #5 led by
Nathan Newhall, who helped us prepare the food and sort clothes.

“
I

Laden with 5 gallon containers of steaming chili, and hot coffee, we hit the streets. As expected, people were
waiting for us as we pulled up to our first stop. They knew we were coming and were very happy to see us. We
quickly went to work dispersing clothes and feeding the hungry. The need was great. People were cold, and yet
very patient, kind and incredibly grateful. Our teens were extremely helpful and cheerful as they provided
nourishment and warm clothing to those less fortunate. Yea Teens, we are very proud of you!

We visited four different locations. Each assigned stop was near a church. Some of the homeless slept up against
the doors of each church in order to take advantage of the warmth that seeped through. It was astounding to see
people sleeping on the cold hard cement steps.

The moment we opened our car doors, we immediately heard requests. “Do you have a sweater, a coat, a hat,
toiletries?” The need was great, and we were able to hand out many supplies, due to the generous donations
received from the St. John’s community and Gen Re.

| do believe that we touched the hearts of many,
and were able to ease the discomfort. We truly
acted as servants of Christ, ministering to the poor.

Thank you alll  Deacon Liz/+

Pictured below and right: Tuesday Chili making night and
Thursday sandwich making, sorting and packing night with
Boy scout Troop 5.
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In Our Community

Report on Fellowship/Hospitality Survey
Fr. Wheeler included a survey about coffee hour and the ministry of fellowship-hospitality in the December 12
Sunday bulletin. 40 persons responded. Of those that responded: 15 would like Saturday Women’s Breakfasts
*7 would like Saturday Men’s Breakfasts and, ®14 would like Supper Fellowship Groups
Other requested activities include a hymn sing, potluck coffee hour, study groups and a children’s musical.
Those filling out the survey indicated that recruitment for coffee hour would best be done by (17) sign-up in dining
room, (12) passing around sign-up sheet in worship, (9) assign coffee hour duty to active parishioners. 17 people
volunteered to lead coffee hour. 4 volunteered or were already on the Fellowship/Hospitality Committee and 13
indicated their willingness to shop for hospitality supplies. Thanks to all who participated in the survey. Thanks also to
Julie Murphy for her hard work and faithful leadership in leading the Fellowship/Hospitality ministry the past two years.

Volunteers needed!
January 26, 2011, will constitute the 5th annual state wide homeless count. Since 2007, CT Counts has mobilized
non-profits, local and state government agencies and hundreds of concerned citizens from every region of the state
to gather data in order to promote awareness to prevent and end homelessness.
St. Luke’s LifeWorks is seeking volunteers, particularly, Spanish and Creole speaking volunteers to help count our
homeless population in the Stamford Area. For additional details and information on volunteer training dates please
contact Audrey Green at agreen@stlukeslifeworks.org or call 203-388-0154. Thank you.

January Music Events at St. John’s

Sunday, January 16 ~ Josiah Armes Organ Concert ~ 4:00 p.m.
Last year, we heard Chelsea Chen in action. This year, we will be in for another treat from a young rising star on the
organ, Josiah Armes, graduate of Yale and Organist at Noroton Presbyterian Church. In June of 2009 he was awarded
First Prize at the prestigious Regional Competition for Young Organists (Region IV - Southeastern U.S.) and continues to
distinguish himself with performances throughout the East Coast. Admission is free with a suggested donation of $10. A
reception will follow the concert.

Friday, January 28 ~ St. John’s Parish Cabaret ~ 6:30 p.m.
St. John's will be hosting our annual Cabaret evening in the newly refurbished middle building. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
and the performance begins at 7:00 pm. Performers include Kelly Chatman, Peter Munsch and his band The Plaid Shorts
Mafia, Edgar Harding, Annalisa DiNucci, Sean Jackson, Dell Kendall, Thano Chaltas and other special guests. Bring the
whole family! Hors d'oeuvre's will be provided. Admission is free and there is a suggested donation of $10 to go towards
the music budget. Please call the church office at 203-348-2619 x10 to make your reservation (we will need a good idea
of how many to provide for). We hope as many of you can join us for this fun way to start off the new year.

Our Community and Beyond

Persecution of Christians in India: Below is a note received from Dr. Lalitha Manohoran. For many years, Lalitha
was an active member of St. John’s. After retirement she moved back to her home country of India. Lalitha’s description
of the situation in India was corroborated recently by an article in ‘The Christian Century’. Please keep the Christians in
India in your thoughts and prayers. -Fr. Jim
Dear Friends,

Christians in India are being harassed and persecuted in many areas of India. | am writing to you specifically to
ask for your prayers both for the Christians and their persecutors. The state where | live, (Karnataka) is now being
governed by the BJP, a fundamentalist Hindu organization. Christians are being accused of forcibly converting Hindus to
Christianity -and jailed on flimsy excuses. The police do not come to the help of Christians as they are part of the
government. Some pastors in rural areas have been killed, houses bulldozed and people driven out of villages where
they have lived for ages. They are not allowed to draw water from the village wells, thus forcing them to walk to the
next village for drinking water. In spite of all these troubles, we have been blessed with committed young missionaries
who are toiling in rural areas to bring the light of the gospel to the people living spiritual darkness.

Please pass this infomation to your friends, church and congregations and pray that the faith of Christians,
clothed in the armor of God may remain strong, and that the persecutors come to know the living God through the
prayers of the faithful.

Thank you for your prayers. Lalitha
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Save the Date!

Saturday, January 1 ~ Holy Eucharist and Dutch Brunch ~ Noon
Join us for the New Year’s Day Holy Eucharist and a “Dutch-treat” brunch at a local restaurant immediately following the
service. All are welcome! See Fr. Jim for more details.

Sunday, January 2 ~ Festival of Lessons & Carols Eucharist and Service ~ 10:15 a.m.
Come and join St. John’s Choir for our final musical celebration of the Christmas Season, the Festival of Lessons and Carols,
featuring beloved carols sung by the choir, soloists and congregation during the 10:15 service.

Monday Evenings ~ Adult Bible Study ~ 7:30 p.m.
Monday night Bible study and Prayer Group meets every week from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. for fellowship and Bible study. We will
be studying and meditating on “The Message of Acts” by John Stott. Come and join us on this journey. All are welcome!

Tuesday Evenings ~ Quilting Group and Knitting Group ~ 6:30 p.m.
Each of these groups meet in the Conference Room every Tuesday evening. If you are interested in or have questions about
the quilting group or the newly formed prayer shawl group, please call the parish office.

Thursday Morning Bible Study ~ 10:30 a.m.
The Thursday morning bible study group will resume January 6 and continue with a study of the Gospel of Luke. All are
welcome to join us in the Conference Room from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. every Thursday. Many often stay for the 12:10 p.m.
Holy Eucharist and brown bag lunch afterward. Come early for coffee and fellowship.

Sundays, January 9 & 16~ Christian Education Teacher/Parent Luncheon ~ 12 Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Join us for lunch and a brainstorming session to plan some special Sunday event s for our children in this New Year! A delicious
lunch will be served. Sign up in the dining room, email pchery@stjohns-stamford.org or call the parish office to reserve!

Sunday, January 9 ~ Patronal Feast of I'Eglise de I’Epiphanie ~ 6:15 p.m.

In 1991, St. John’s members and vestry welcomed their Haitian Episcopal brothers and sisters, I'Eglise de I'Epiphanie, a
newly formed Haitian mission of the Diocese of Connecticut to worship in St. John’s wonderful sanctuary. In addition, St.
John'’s provided them with office space to better serve the Haitian community at large. It is in this spirit of our Christian life
together that I'Epiphanie invites the St. John’s community to join us for our Patronal Feast of the Epiphanie of Our Lord
Jesus at 6:15 p.m. in St. John’s sanctuary. The Right Reverend lan T. Douglas, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut
will celebrate and preach. Your prayers and presence are requested. Following the service, there will be a reception in the
parish hall, all are welcome. For more information, call the Reverend Judith Alexis at 203-964-1517 or email her
at eglise.epiphanie@yahoo.com

Monday, January 10 ~ Annual Report Deadline for all Heads of Committees!
All Heads Of Committees and Activities must turn their annual reports to the Parish Office today! Email your report to:
info@stjohns-stamford.org or if you cannot send it electronically, mail it to Sandie DeFilippis or drop it off at the parish
office. Thank you!

Wednesday Evening, January 12 ~ Haiti Earthquake Prayer Vigil ~ 7:00 p.m.
Join Rev. Judith Alexis and I'Eglise de I'Epiphanie for a prayer vigil on the anniversary of the 2010 Earthquake in Haiti.

Sunday, January 16 ~ Josiah Armes Organ Concert ~ 4:00 p.m.
Join us for a performance from this award winning, young rising star on the organ, Josiah Armes, His performances continue
to distinguish him throughout the East Coast. The suggested donation for this concert is $10. A reception will follow the
concert. More details can be found on page 7.

Saturday, January 22 ~ Stephen Ministries Informational Meeting ~ 10:00 a.m. - 12 Noon
Explore a Lay Parish Pastoral Care Ministry! Come and hear about Stephen Ministries, a program to train lay ministers from
the parish to give one-on-one pastoral care in times of grief, loss and change. For more information and to sign up please
contact Mother Kathleen at (203) 348-2619 x 18.

Sunday, January 23 ~ Annual Parish Meeting immediately following the10:15 a.m. service
Details on pages 3and 9

Friday, January 28 ~ St. John’s Annual Parish Cabaret ~ 6:30 p.m.
Join us in the newly refurbished middle building for our annual cabaret. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the performance
begins at 7:00 pm. Bring the whole family! Hors d'oeuvre's will be provided. Admission is free and there is a suggested
donation of $10 to go towards the music budget. Please call the church office at 203-348-2619 x10 to make your reservation
More details can be found on page 7.

Saturday, January 29 ~ Godly Play Workshop ~ 9:00 a.m.
Join Linda Clapp and director of St. John’s Christian Education, Patricia Chery in a Godly Play full day training workshop. To
register, email Patricia at pchery@stjohns-stamford.org or call 203-348-2619, ext 15.
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Parish Calendar - January and February Calendar of Events

Saturday, January 1 - New Year’s Day
12:00 Noon Holy Eucharist
1:00 p.m. Dutch Brunch
Sunday, January 2
10:00 a.m. No Christian Education Classes today
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist with
Christmas Lessons and Carols
Monday, January 3 - Parish Office Closed
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, January 4
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
7:00 p.m. Building Committee Meeting

Thursday, January 6
9:00 a.m. Clericus Meeting
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, January 9
12:00 p.m. Parent & Teachers’ Christian Education
Brainstorming Luncheon
11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal
6:15 p.m. Patronal Feast of I'Eglise de I'Epiphanie**
**Details on page 8

Monday, January 10
**All Annual Reports Due Today!
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, January 11
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Wednesday, January 12
7:00 p.m. Haiti Earthquake Prayer Vigil

Thursday, January 13
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday, January 18
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting

Sunday, January 16 - February Newsletter Deadline!
11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal
12:00 p.m. Parent & Teachers’ Christian Education

Brainstorming Luncheon
4:00 p.m. Josiah Armes Organ Concert**
**details on page 7
Monday, January 17- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
- Parish Office Closed
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, January 18
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting

Thursday, January 20
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, January 22
10:00 a.m. Stephen Ministries Meeting**
**details on page 8
Sunday, January 23
11:30 a.m. Parish Annual Meeting
Monday, January 24
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, January 25
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Thursday, January 27
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Friday, January 28
6:00 p.m. Cooking at St. Luke’s
6:30 p.m. St. John’s Annual Parish Cabaret**
**details on page 7

Saturday, January 29
9:00 a.m. Godly Play Workshop
3:00 p.m. Wedding

Sunday, January 30
11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal

Monday, January 31
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, February 1
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Thursday, February 3
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Monday, February 7
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, February 8
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Thursday, February 10
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, February 13
No Christian Education Classes today
10:15 Children’s Worship Sunday
11:45 a.m. Bell and Children’s Choir Rehearsal
Monday, February 14
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Convention.

Sunday, January 23 ~ St. John’s Parish Annual Meeting ~ 11:30 a.m.
The annual meeting will be held immediately following the 10:15 a.m. service. Nominated candidates for
positions of leadership, vestry and delegate positions will be voted on by the parish. The positions to be filled
include Jr. Warden, Treasurer, 3 vestry members and delegates and alternates to the Annual Diocesan

St. John’s Parish
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