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Wonderful Blessings

What an exciting time for St. John’s Church! The outside paintwork and trim has received a much needed
face lift. We look forward with eager expectation to the completion of the renovation of our Middle Building.
There are great educational opportunities for both children and adults to grow in our faith. We have a new priest on
board following Mother Kathleen’s ordination on September 25. There’s a tremendous energy as those who were
away for part or all of the summer have returned, our church school classes have resumed, the choir is back leading
our worship and we’re even getting ready for the Christmas Show. Personally I feel so blessed to share in the
leadership of ministry with tremendous lay leaders and a wonderful pastoral staff (including Deacon Liz, our
seminarian Karl and Mother Kathleen).

For me Consecration Sunday, November 7 symbolizes the richness of this exciting time, a day culminating
many dreams, completions and new beginnings. All Saints Sunday is the Anniversary of the consecration of our
sanctuary in 1895 and each year we re-dedicate our lives and sanctuary to God. We are reminded, of course, of our
own sainthood and the sainthood of all believers. We renew our baptismal vows as we participate in the wonderful
new beginning of life in Christ through Holy Baptism. One year ago this day we moved out of the Middle Building
and began the massive construction effort. This Consecration Sunday we anticipate opening all the new classrooms
and beginning use of our renovated and re-built Middle Building. We will make our financial pledges to God
through St. John’s Church for 2011 and we will all enjoy a celebratory catered lunch that, if all goes well, will be in
the brand new second floor multi-purpose room (formerly the gym).

Whew! What a rich full and wonderful day we will have to celebrate.

I thank God for so many people (our present parish leaders as
well as those who have gone before) who have worked so hard to make
this exciting time possible. May God bless and guide us in wise use for
his mission of this wonderful new facility. We give God great thanks
for our community’s wonderful blessings. In Jesus’ love, Jim+

Pictured below are: the main stairwell; the new upstairs Godly Play Room. On
the far right: the Library (top); and new multi-purpose room (formerly the gym).




Our Mission / Vision
St. John’s is a wonderfully
diverse community of faith
rooted in the heart of
downtown Stamford, where
the Holy Spirit is leading us
toward a new humanity in
Christ. We embrace this vision
by welcoming all people to:

e Celebrate God in the beauty
of holiness through the
richness of Anglican worship
and glorious music;

e Strengthen their spiritual
journeys through prayer,
study and scripture; and

e Serve as instruments of
God'’s peace, justice and love
in the world.

Need more
information?
Visit our website!

s www.stiohns-stamford.org«

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M.
Holy Eucharist with
Healing - Rite |
With Organ

10:00 A.M.
Children’s Program
and Nursery

10:15 A.M.
Holy Eucharist with
Healing - Rite Il
with Organ and Choir

11:30 A.M.
Coffee Hour

6:15 P.M.

L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie
Holy Eucharist in French

SATURDAY SERVICE

5:00 P.M.
Holy Eucharist - with healing

WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M.
Holy Eucharist - with healing
and light breakfast

THURSDAY 12:10 P.M.
Holy Eucharist -
with healing and music

From our Associate Rector

Our Adult Spiritual Journey ... An Adventure with God!

I grew up in the Church, as an active member, teaching Church School, active as
a volunteer and on Vestry. Yet I had not thought about faith as a spiritual journey,
with times of trial and times of joy, times of feeling close to God and times of not
understanding God at all.

As I got older and had different experiences, I found that the faith that I had
developed as a child and even as a young adult was not answering all my questions. I
had doubts. I found that there are so many theologians and writers and “plain folk”
who have followed the path of getting to know God better. And they have followed
the path of letting God know them as well. These are the “saints” who light our path.

I was so relieved to find out that “wrestling with Scripture” is an old and sacred
torm of prayer. Miraculously, it is alright to disagree with what I think God wants or
is saying! And, even better, it is ok and even encouraged to tell God exactly what I
think! God is big enough to take all my questions and all my doubts. And, I found,
that as I do this, and take the chance to journey honestly with God, my faith
continues to grow and change and mature!

We each have a spiritual journey. We each have a relationship with God. This
relationship is ours to notice, to enjoy, and to cultivate. God loves us beyond our
imagining, before we do anything and despite anything we have done. And God
wants nothing more than for us to notice our relationship, to hold onto Jesus’ hand
and to allow the power of the Holy Spirit to heal us.

You may have heard these words in my sermon on August 1, 2010.You may ask,
“Why would we want something more — if we already come to church regularly?”

The answer is this — our relationship is with a living God. It is made in community
and supported in community but it also has to be personal. As we change and grow, so
our relationship with God needs to change and grow over time. We have to nurture
our relationship with God. We have to be intentional about keeping the relationship
going. So how do we get close to God? One way is spend time with God in prayer, in
study, in Holy reading, nourished by our common life of worship and Sacrament.

At St. John’s this fall there are many chances to pursue our spiritual journey. The
adult spiritual journey workshop is just such a place. This is where we can ask the
questions we are too afraid, or too embarrassed, or too shy to ask. Every Sunday in
October between 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. we will explore the faith, starting with what
does it mean to be an Episcopalian, then what does it mean to be a Christian and
what does it mean to be a member of this parish?

On October 16 a women’s retreat from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m will allow us time
to reflect on our spiritual journey in the light of the women saints in the windows of
St. John’s.

I invite you all to take the time to cultivate your relationship with God this fall in
one of the many ways we are offering at St. John’s this fall.

Come on a spiritual journey .....an adventure, with God! Mother Kathleen+
PARISH REGISTRY
Sarabet Lngham | NEW MEMELRS
arabeth Langham Lee .
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New! Adult Formation

Sunday morning Adult Spiritual Journey Workshops
Sept. 26 to Oct. 31 ~ 9:00 to 10:00 am.

Come for one or all of the six sessions in the parlor. All are invited

These workshops are for:
® Inquirers, new members, people considering preparation for confirmation
& Current members - If you want to reaffirm your faith, deepen your faith - explore faith
questions —ask about things you've always wanted to know and ask new questions

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?

October 3 As we live so we believe. How we live our faith ... Scripture, Tradition and Reason.
What does it mean to be a Christian?

October 10 The Baptismal covenant ... What do we believe.? Who is Christ? Who is God and
how do we know?

October 17 The Liturgy: The Church Year

What does it mean to be a member of this parish?

October24 ~ Whois our parish family and what do we owe them? Who is our neighbor and
reachingout ...

October31  Our spiritual journey ... continuing faith study ... The communion of saints.... plan

for the future ...

Help get things started by submitting your questions in writing to Mother
Kathleen at kberkowe@stjohns-stamford.org. You can also submit
questions to the ushers at the service or send them to the church for:

The Rev. Kathleen Hawkins Berkowe or

The Rev. James Wheeler or

Seminarian Karl Griswold-Kuhn

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father in

heaven. Matthew 5:14-16

Middle Building Update!

Our Middle Building is Almost Ready!

The gym floor doesn't bounce-it's as solid as Gibralter. All structural work is
complete, heating and cooling ducts are installed, walls are built and sheetrock-
ing is in progress. The elevator is in place and the stairs surrounding it from base-
ment to second floor don't creak!

Classrooms and Nursery are designed to serve their purposes brilliantly, in-
cluding a large room in the basement for youth and boy scouts. Now All Phase
Construction and the Building Committee are working hard on the finishing de-
tails - electrical, ceilings, floor tiles, carpet, paint, and an amazing amount of
small but critical details. We will soon be able to occupy these beautiful spaces,
perhaps before the next newsletter appears. Halleluia!

Vi & ’
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Stewardship News

Consecration Sunday Is Coming On November 7

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give to
their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow
spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes.

Our Stewardship committee has again for a second year, selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year.

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual
development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should
pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New
Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What
percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their financial
commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world.

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship
on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such
a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest leader will conduct a
brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship.

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and parish
leaders. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire,
and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events.
Stephen Clapp, Stewardship Committee Chairman

St. John’s Community Foundation News

Foundation Prepares for 2011

As we move into the last quarter of the year, the Trustees continue to do the work that ensures the Foundation
grants and its’ programs are effectively applied.

As we do each year, we asked each of the sixteen organizations receiving 2010 grants to provide a mid-year
report. Their detailed responses verified that the funds are being used to support their submitted proposals.

In addition, Trustees met with a number of them to get face-to-face evaluations. We also have met with a number
of organizations whose requests for grants we had to reluctantly deny, given the absence of adequate funds. We
wanted to make sure that they understood the process and encouraged them to consider reapplying for 2011.

For further information on the Foundation, you are encouraged to visit our web site: http://www.stjohns-stamford.org.

We have also begun the process of identifying candidates for the 2011 Board of Trustees. Next year there will be
three new community members and five new parishioner members appointed to the Board, including the identification
of a parish member as the incoming Chair of the Trustees.

As I complete my three years of service as Chair and six years as a Trustee, | want you to know how personally
gratifying an experience this has been and what a pleasure it has been to work with members of St. John’s Episcopal
Church.

We ask again for your prayers, to ensure that our efforts on your behalf continue to prove support to those who are
most in need in Stamford’s diverse community.
Peter F. Eder, Chair, St. John’s Trustee Foundation

4 The Eagle’s Wings | October 2010 www.stjohns-stamford.org



In Our Community

Running in Partnership with St. John’s Mission in Haiti
I am preparing to run the Hartford Marathon on Saturday, October 9. Why would an otherwise sane person get up before
dawn for 4 hour training runs? Why would one look forward to shin splints and stress on muscles, joints and ligaments in
running 26 miles? Actually, I enjoy running. I normally run several days a week as part of my fitness regimen. However
this fall I am running a lot further than normal for a definite cause.

My marathon is for the sole purpose of raising funds for St. John’s mission partnership with the Good Samaritan School
and clinic in L’Acul, Haiti. Please check out my marathon page through the link on St. John’s web site http://stjohns-
stamford.org/ and consider sponsoring me with a donation. You may also make the donation directly with a check to St.
John’s Church and the notation “Fr. Jim’s Marathon.” All monies raised will go directly to support the Good
Samaritan School (through lunch program and student scholarships) and Clinic (through doctors fees and medicines) in
L’Acul, Haiti. Thanks in advance for your support, Jim+

Volunteers Needed for Midnight Run

Midnight Run is an organization dedicated to serving the homeless in New York City. “Runs” go to the city

nightly, providing warm blankets, clothing, toiletries, and food to our homeless brothers and sisters. For

the past few months 2 members of St. John’s Parish have trained on at least two runs. They have gained

the necessary experience to lead St. John’s on their first run. Deacon Liz will be assisting them, and has
g secured the date of December 10, 2010.

We will be heading to the streets of New York City with food and clothing! There will be a packing party

on Thursday December 9. At this time we will be preparing food, organizing, and packing clothes. All are
welcome to join us in preparation and/ or for the run. If you are interested in joining us on the run, or preparing
food the night before, please contact Cherie Hartmann: cherieh@optonline.net, or Deacon Liz:
deaconliz624@gmail.com.

We are in need of the following items:
Blankets: Dark colors preferred.

Used Backpacks, totes, knapsacks, bags: These are very much needed for the folks to carry their belongings.

Clothing: Used men’s jeans: (prefer large and extra large) winter (button down) shirts, coats, sweaters, belts,
and hats.

Hand warmers - dark colored sleeping bags.
Used sneakers, shoes, lightweight boots, all in good condition (no dress shoes)
NEW packages of heavy white tube socks and men'’s briefs (no boxers) underwear, (M-L-XL) - No used items please!

Women's items: More and more women are on the streets so we would like to have some women’s used
clothing to give, especially NEW undergarments, and NEW heavy white tube socks.

Toiletries: small travel size soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, razors, shaving creme, powder,
and body lotion. For those people traveling for business or vacation, please save the above mentioned
toiletries for us!!!

Donations may be left in the bin in the dining room labeled Midnight Run. There will also be a container for
collection in the rear of the church. Thank you!!

Awnd the Lucky Winner s . . .

Kyle vezina was the winner of the quilt
raffle that took place at our anmual plant
sale over the summer. Kyle was presented
with  her prize at  coffee hour in
Septenmber. Congratulations Kyle!

Pictured right are Kyle, Joan Burke and Fr. Jim
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Save the Date!

Sunday Mornings, ~ Adult Spiritual Journey Workshops ~ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Join us in the Parlor on Sunday mornings for a 6 session workshop with Mother Kathleen, Father Jim and Karl
Griswold-Kuhn. Come for one or all of the six sessions. For complete details please turn to page 3.

P T T R e S S T T I s
:Sunday, October 3 ~ Blessing of the Animals Service ~ 4:00 p.m.

¢ All creatures - great and small—are invited to attend St. John’s Blessing of the Animals Service on Canterbury
Green. A Bake Sale to benefit Stamford Animal Care & Control Shelter will immediately follow the service. The
event is free and open to all with special treats for our furry and feathered friends. Rain or Shine.

Monday Evenings, Adult Bible Study ~ 7:30 p.m.

Monday night Bible study and Prayer Group meets every week from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. for fellowship and Bible
study. We will be studying and meditating on “The Message of Acts.” by John Stott. Come and join us on this journey.

All are welcome!

Tuesday Evenings ~ Quilting Group ~ 6:30 p.m.

This group meets every Tuesday in the conference room.

Tuesday Evenings ~ Knitting Group ~ 6:30 p.m.
Do you like to knit? Join us in the conference room on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. for a newly formed prayer
shawl ministry. If you are interested or have questions, please call the parish office.

Wednesday Evenings ~ Oct. 6 - Nov. 17 ~«GOT PEACE? T aizé¢ Service ~ 7:00 p.m.
Back by popular demand......our Taizé service will start up again on October 6, and will meet every Wednesday
evening through November 17. All are welcome - newcomers and church members.....come and rest....in our candle
lit sanctuary, a sacred space where you can spend time in quiet reflection, led by Deacon Liz on flute. Enjoy the
beauty of Taizé chants and meditative prayer. For more information, please email Deacon Liz: Iskaleski@stjohns-

stamford.org or call: 203-856-4944

Wednesday Evenings ~ October 6 - November 17 ~ Bible Study Tastings ~ 7:45 p.m.
Come “taste” this Holy Book! “Read, mark and inwardly digest” the marvelous story of God and God’s people --
Our Story -- by reading together the scriptures for the coming Sunday. As we share, gently and openly, our personal
response to the readings, the scriptures (and Sunday’s sermon) will come alive for us!!! Praying for our own needs
and each other in the light of the scriptures, will enable us to act on them. Bring your favorite Bible (and we'll have
extras). The advisor of the study group is Mother Kathleen, and facilitators are Linda and Stephen Clapp. “Not
knowing anything” is the best credential. (Conference Room,).

Saturday, October 16 ~ Women’s Retreat ~ 9:00 a.m. to Noon
Come away for a morning of prayer, reflection and Holy Rest inspired by the women saints and women pictured
in the windows and Lady Chapel at St. Johns. Breakfast and light lunch will be served.

Sunday, October 17 ~ Meaghan Joynt & Sean Jackson in Concert ~ 4:00 p.m.
Join us for an enjoyable evening featuring the best of Soprano Meaghan Joynt accompanied by our own Organist
Dr. Sean Jackson who will also be performing some new spectacular organ solo works. These two accomplished
performers are sure to please. A donation of $10 is suggested at the door.

Tuesday November 2 ~ All Souls Day Requiem Service with full choir ~ 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 6~ High Tea Party ~ 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Y%= &
St. John’s Fundraising Committee will be hosting a Tea Party to benefit the building fund. Bring a friend and join
us for an afternoon of tea and scrumptious finger foods. In addition, we'll be giving away prizes for the best hats
and dresses so get your hats and vintage dresses ready for the festivities!

Sunday, November 7~ Consecration Sunday ~ 8:00 and 10:15 a.m.
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their financial
commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the
world.
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Parish Calendar - October and November Calendar of Events

Saturday, October 2
9:00 a.m. Choir Retreat (until 1:00 p.m.)
Sunday, October 3
9:00 a.m. Adult Spiritual Journey workshops
9:30 a.m. Christmas Show Meeting (conf. room)
10:00 a.m. Bring a Parent to Godly Play!
4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Animals Service on the Green

Monday, October 4
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, October 5
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Wednesday, October 6
7:00 p.m. Taizé Service
7:45 p.m.  Bible Study Group
Thursday, October 7
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, October 9

9:00 a.m. Fr. Jim’s Run for Haiti Marathon

(in Hartford)
Sunday, October 10
9:00 a.m. Adult Spiritual Journey

10:00 a.m. Bring a Parent to Godly Play!

12:15 p.m. Lesson on the Spirituality of Children

4:00 p.m. L’'Eglise de I'Epiphanie Bible School Reunion

Monday, October 11 Columbus Day (Parish Office Closed)
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, October 12
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Wednesday, October 13
7:00 p.m. Taizé Service
7:45 p.m.  Bible Study Group

Thursday, October 14
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, October 16
9:00 a.m.  Women'’s Retreat (until Noon)
Sunday, October 17
9:00 a.m. Adult Spiritual Journey
12:00 p.m. Welcoming Ministries Meeting (Conf. Room)
4:00 p.m. Sean Jackson and Megan Joynt in Concert
Monday, October 18
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, October 19
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting

Wednesday, October 20
7:00 p.m. Taizé Service
7:45 p.m.  Bible Study Group

Thursday, October 21
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 22
Annual Diocesan Convention in Hartford
6:00 p.m. Cooking at St. Luke’s

Saturday, October 23
Annual Diocesan Convention in Hartford
Sunday, October 24
9:00 a.m. Adult Spiritual Journey
10:15 p.m. Children’s Worship Service
5:00 p.m. Contemporary Worship Service
(St. Luke’s Lifeworks)

Monday, October 25
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, October 26
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
Wednesday, October 27
7:00 p.m. Taizé Service
7:45 p.m.  Bible Study Group

Thursday, October 28
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, October 31
9:00 a.m. Adult Spiritual Journey

Monday, November 1
7:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Tuesday, November 2 ~ All Souls Day
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Quilting Group Meeting
6:30 p.m. Knitting Group Meeting
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist with full choir -
All Souls Requiem

Wednesday, November 3
7:00 p.m. Taizé Service
7:45 p.m.  Bible Study Group

Thursday, November 4
9:00 a.m. Deanery Meeting
10:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Meeting
7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, November 6
3:00 p.m. High Tea Party Fundraiser
Sunday, November 7 ~ Consecration Sunday
9:00 a.m. Adult Spiritual Journey
10:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Baptism

the dining room.

Christmes Show Sign-ups!

We need you! Look for your sign-up sheet inserted on the inside of the Sunday bulletin. Give completed
forms directly to Betsy Owens or Sunny Stearns or place them in the red envelope on the bulletin board in

St. John’s Parish
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