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My Dear Friends, 

It has been a long time since my children were in school. I no 
longer share in the mad dash to buy school supplies, new school clothes 
and sports equipment. A decade ago our oldest daughter Lucy was getting 
ready for the return to college. We were making one last parental push for 
our younger two to finish their summer book list. At the same time our 
children were in school my wife, Carol, was a language teacher. She also 
was making a mad dash for supplies and putting finishing touches on the 
first couple weeks of lesson plans. August and September in those days 
were pretty frenetic months. 

While we no longer have young children to get ready for school I still participate in the rhythm of the 
school year. And that’s largely because the rhythm of the school year pervades our whole society and also determines 
the practical rhythm of the Church. In September we welcome back the many parishioners who were away for part 
of the summer and also start up our fall programming. It is a time when new people are likely to come through our 
doors. Church School, youth group, adult spiritual formation classes and choir all start up again in September. 

For St. John’s Great Welcome Sunday, on September 19 will be our official start-up. This year we won’t have 
a sit-down brunch afterwards because we are hoping and praying sometime soon in October to hold that parish 
potluck in our new multi-purpose room (formerly the upstairs gym) in our newly renovated Middle Building. 
Church School will begin this year in our temporary classrooms (Dining room for Godly Play, Parlor for Godly 
Time and downstairs room for J2A). Sometime in October we hope to make the transition into the newly renovated 
classrooms in the Middle Building. 

We also have the excitement of Mother Kathleen’s ordination to the priesthood at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 25 at St. John the Divine Cathedral in NYC. For those who have never visited, it is an absolutely 
breathtaking worship space. I encourage all of you to support Mother Kathleen and give yourselves an amazing 
spiritual lift by attending this ordination. My hope is that we can charter a school bus for door to door service. By 
the way it will also be a great opportunity for older children and teenagers to experience dynamic Anglican worship 
in an awe-inspiring worship space, one of the largest gothic cathedrals in the world. Sign up in the dining room or 
call or email our parish administrator (Sandie, 203-348-2619, ext. 10, sdefilippis@stjohns-stamford.org). Sunday, 
September 26 will be Mother Kathleen’s first celebration of the Eucharist as a priest and also a day in which we, as a 
parish, celebrate her new ministry. 

Work on our Middle Building continues at a rapid pace. Excitement will mount for all of us as the new 
building begins to take very real shape and comes close to our occupancy. We as a parish are so blessed and we all 
owe a great debt of thanks to the members of St. John’s Building Committee (Joan Burke, Alison Chaltas, Stephen 
Clapp, Glenn Gawronski, Garry Higgins, Bruce Kittredge, John Svagr and Elise Zwart) who have logged thousands 
of hours monitoring All Phase Construction Company’s progress and making countless decisions about details in 
our new building. Special thanks and appreciation to Glenn Gawronski whose detailed understanding of the 
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Need more  
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Visit our website! 

www.stjohns-stamford.org 

SUNDAY SCHEDULESUNDAY SCHEDULESUNDAY SCHEDULESUNDAY SCHEDULE    

8:00 A.M. 8:00 A.M. 8:00 A.M. 8:00 A.M.     
Holy Eucharist with  
Healing – Rite I 
With Organ 

10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M. 10:00 A.M.     
Children’s Program  

and Nursery 

10:15 A.M. 10:15 A.M. 10:15 A.M. 10:15 A.M.     
Holy Eucharist with  
Healing – Rite II 

with Organ and Choir 

11:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M. 11:30 A.M.     
Coffee Hour 

6:15 P.M.6:15 P.M.6:15 P.M.6:15 P.M.    
L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie 
Holy Eucharist in French  

SATURDAY SERVICESATURDAY SERVICESATURDAY SERVICESATURDAY SERVICE    

5:00 P.M.5:00 P.M.5:00 P.M.5:00 P.M.    
Holy Eucharist – with healing     

WEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICE SCHEDULE    

WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M. WEDNESDAY 7:00 A.M.     
Holy Eucharist – with healing 

and light breakfast 

THURSDAY 12:10 P.M. THURSDAY 12:10 P.M. THURSDAY 12:10 P.M. THURSDAY 12:10 P.M.     
Holy Eucharist – 

with healing and music 
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Our Mission / Vision 
St. John’s is a wonderfully 
diverse community of faith 
rooted in the heart of 
downtown Stamford, where 
the Holy Spirit is leading us 
toward a new humanity in 
Christ. We embrace this vision 
by welcoming all people to: 

• Celebrate God in the beauty 
of holiness through the 
richness of Anglican worship 
and glorious music; 

• Strengthen their spiritual 
journeys through prayer, 
study and scripture; and 

• Serve as instruments of 
God’s peace, justice and love 
in the world. 

construction process and pouring over construction details has made for both a 
better building and hundreds of thousands of dollars in savings. Glenn has taken on 
this project for us even as his own project of renovating Madison Square Garden in 
NYC is professionally demanding. 

September will be a busy and exciting month in the life of St. John’s. Please 
be patient as finishing touches are put on the Middle Building and the various rooms 
and meeting spaces are made ready for our use. We give God great thanks for the 
amazing gifts of our members and the blessing the newly renovated Middle Building 
will be for us and the greater Stamford community. Love in Christ, 

 Jim+ 

St. John's Choir Resumes on the 19th 
St. John's Choir members will resume their ministry of music on Sunday 
September 19. The first rehearsal for the new season will be Thursday 
September 16 at 7:30 p.m. We are looking for more male and female 
volunteers and we ask that you prayerfully consider joining the choir for this 
coming season and spread the word to your friends who may be interested. 
Please contact Dr. Jackson at 203-348-2619 x17 for further details. 

Children's Choir Rehearsals 
St. John's Children's Choir rehearsals will resume on Sunday, September 26 
at 11:45 a.m. in the sanctuary. Parents, please email Dr. Jackson at:  
sjackson@stjohns-stamford.org if your family intends to make the 
commitment this coming season. This year, children from the Stamford 
community will be invited to join the choir and participate in the services on a 
regular basis so please spread the word in your community. 

First Fall Concert: Sunday, October 17 at 4:00 p.m. 
Join us for an enjoyable evening featuring Soprano Meaghan Joynt and 
Organist Sean Jackson in Concert. These two accomplished performers are 
sure to please. A donation of $10 is suggested at the door. 

St. John's Bell Choir 
Did you know that St. John's has a full complement of handbells? They were 
generously given to the church years ago by Dick and Pyrma Vezina. This 
year, we will dust them off and use them regularly - introducing, St. John's 
Bell Choir! The good news is that you need no prior knowledge of music or 
reading skills to join. Dr. Jackson will be training the group from scratch but 
we will be playing together in no time. The bells will be a beautiful addition to 
some of our special services here at St. John's. Contact Dr. Jackson at 
sjackson@stjohns-stamford.org or 203-348-2619 x17 if you are interested in 
learning and participating. Children and adults welcome! 

Parish Registry 

BOrn 

Christopher Donald Plateroti  

Arianna Nickayla Lee  
(Granddaughter of Owen Brissett) 

Madeleine Faye Johnson 
(Granddaughter of Mother Kathleen) 

Died 

Suzanne Richard  

New Members 

Amanda Lafrance and  
Children Amany, Shania, Alya  

Connie McManus 

Nina Wales 

� St. John’s Choir News � 
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St John’s  
Episcopal Church 
628 Main Street 

Stamford, CT  06901 
Telephone 203-348-2619 

www.stjohns-stamford.org 

Clergy and StaffClergy and StaffClergy and StaffClergy and Staff    
Office Hours: Mon. – Thurs. 

9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Friday 9:00 A.M. - Noon 

RectorRectorRectorRector    
The Rev. Dr. James R. Wheeler    

Assistant to the RectorAssistant to the RectorAssistant to the RectorAssistant to the Rector    
The Rev. Kathleen Berkowe 

Associated ClergyAssociated ClergyAssociated ClergyAssociated Clergy    
The Rev. Liz  H. Skaleski, Deacon  

L’Eglise de L’EpiphanieL’Eglise de L’EpiphanieL’Eglise de L’EpiphanieL’Eglise de L’Epiphanie    
The Rev. Judith Alexis 

OrganistOrganistOrganistOrganist    
Dr. Sean Jackson 

Parish AdministratorParish AdministratorParish AdministratorParish Administrator    
Sandie DeFilippis 

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education    
Karen Halac 

Seminarian InternSeminarian InternSeminarian InternSeminarian Intern    
Karl Griswold-Kuhn 

CommunicationsCommunicationsCommunicationsCommunications    
Bronice Pikul 

SextonSextonSextonSexton    
Owen Brissett 

Volunteer for Volunteer for Volunteer for Volunteer for     
AdministrationAdministrationAdministrationAdministration    
George Howard 

New Member MinistryNew Member MinistryNew Member MinistryNew Member Ministry    
Phyllis Wilson 

Parish HistorianParish HistorianParish HistorianParish Historian    
Polly Vanderwaart 

New! Adult FormationNew! Adult FormationNew! Adult FormationNew! Adult Formation    

St. John’s Parish 

Sunday morning Adult Spiritual Journey WorkshopsSunday morning Adult Spiritual Journey Workshops  
September 26 September 26 -- October 31 ~9:00 to 10:00 a.m. October 31 ~9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  

Come for one or all of the six sessions in the parlor 
These workshops are for: 

�  Inquirers, new members, people considering preparation for confirmation  
�  Current members - If you want to reaffirm your faith, deepen your faith - explore faith 

questions –ask about things you’ve always wanted to know and ask new questions 

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian? 
September 26 Our unique Church organization (polity) and how it shapes our faith … 
October 3 As we live so we believe. How we live our faith … Scripture, Tradition and 

Reason.  

What does it mean to be a Christian? 
October 10 The Baptismal covenant … What do we believe.? Who is Christ? Who is 

God and how do we know? 
October 17 The Liturgy: The Church Year  

What does it mean to be a member of this parish? 
October 24 Who is our parish family and what do we owe them? Who is our neighbor 

and reaching out… 
October 31 Our spiritual journey …continuing faith study…The communion of 

saints…plan for the future… 

Help get things started by submitting your questions in writing to Mother 
Kathleen at kberkowe@stjohns-stamford.org. You can also submit 
questions to the ushers at the service or send them to the church for: 

The Rev. Kathleen Hawkins Berkowe 
The Rev. James Wheeler 
Seminarian Karl Griswold-Kuhn 

Sample Questions for the Adult Faith Journey Workshop: I’ve (always) wondered …… 
….Why do we light candles for the service?….Why do the celebrants and acolytes dress up? 
….Why does The Episcopal Church have women priests and Roman Catholics don’t?  
….Why is he Episcopal worship service like the Roman Catholic service? 
….Why do people in the Episcopal church argue over what they believe?….Who makes the decisions?  
….What do Episcopalians believe about Scripture and the Bible?….Why can Episcopal 

churches can be so different from each other?….Why is there an Anglican communion?  

All are invited ~ Join us on this spiritual journey! 
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BIBLE STUDY TASTINGS ~ A Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
10 week Session: September 15th

 to November 17
th

  

at 7:45 – 8:45 p.m. in the conference room  

Come “taste” this Holy Book! “Read, mark and inwardly digest” the marvelous story of God 
and God’s people -- Our Story -- by reading together the scriptures for the coming Sunday. 
As we share, gently and openly, our personal response to the readings, the scriptures (and 
Sunday’s sermon) will come alive for us!!! Praying for our own needs and each other in the 
light of the scriptures, will enable us to act on them. Bring your favorite Bible (and we’ll have 
extras). The advisor of the study group is Mother Kathleen, and facilitators are Linda and 
Stephen Clapp. “Not knowing anything” is the best credential. From October 6 to November 
17th Bible Study Tastings will follow the Taizé Worship led by Deacon Liz (details on page 6). 



Generation Next Generation Next Generation Next Generation Next !    
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The Learning Journey 
Nothing can be rightly known, if God be not known; nor is any study well managed, nor to any great 

purpose, if God is not studied. We know little of the creature, till we know it as it stands related to the 
Creator. - Richard Baxter (1615-1691, Anglican cleric  

So it is September. Our Godly Play groups reconvene. We are beginning a confirmation program this year 

leading up to a pilgrimage for our confirmands next summer. We have special outreach, education, and fellowship 

events planned for St. John’s youth. What about you?  What are your plans for learning and growing in the faith 

this year? I ask only because our children and youth need to see how maturing as Christians – through Bible 

studies, book groups, film groups, retreats, and outreach - is a priority for you in addition to worship. One of the 

great laments of the church is that confirmation is too often perceived as graduation. This point of view – 

tragically - is often conveyed by our own families!  Help us demonstrate to our youngest members that 

confirmation is not a finish line to cross, but a new beginning of a lifetime committed to God and to serving God 

within and through the church. Nothing makes this message clearer than witnessing adults who practice lifelong 

discipleship.  

To that end, thank you to all of the women who participated in our summer “Women’s Half-Day-Away 

Retreat.” There are lots of wonderful things to do on a summer Saturday, and you chose to come to St. John’s for 

a morning of prayer, reflection, silence, journaling, searching the scriptures, spiritual exercises, and deep sharing. 

You made this time set apart for God a priority, and that is precisely the kind of example that speaks to our church 

family more profoundly than words. Seeing your commitment of time and attention to our shared life and 

learning in Christ is the unmistakable affirmation of your most cherished values. There is no better way to pass 

them on to our children than to live them.  

It is our hope that you will respond to the call to participate in Christian Education this year, including 

involvement with our youngest members. For those who have opened their hearts to welcome and lead the little 

ones, most have experienced deeply spiritual moments of discovery and learning FROM the children.  Mother 

Theresa once said, “So often people say that we should look to the elderly, learn from their wisdom, their many 

years. I disagree, I say we should look to the young: untarnished, without stereotypes implanted in their minds, no 

poison, no hatred in their hearts. When we learn to see life through the eyes of a child, that is when we become 

truly wise.” With all due respect to Mother Theresa, I believe that we can ALL learn from each other in every 

generation, but we mustn’t discount what our children can teach us. Perhaps that can be part of our discipleship 

this year – saying “yes” to opportunities to hear God speak through the mouths of babes – and availing ourselves 

of adult opportunities for spiritual growth and nurture to show them that the learning journey is lifelong. 

Left: Women of St. John's gathered for a "Half 
Day Away" retreat for prayer, reflection, 
discussion, reading scripture, Ignatian 
exercises and meditative silence.  

Below: Some of the Psalm prayer boxes 
designed by retreat attendees reflecting their 
favorite Psalms.  
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Dear Parents of St. John’s Children, 

It is always helpful to step back and take a look at what we do, and why, and how we are doing.  It has been some 

time since we have done this with our Godly Play community.  In addition, we have been experiencing some difficult 

relationships with the children including some disrespectful behaviors, and it has become increasingly difficult to 

present Godly Play in the manner in which it was designed.  To begin our work toward doing better, orientation to 

Godly Play will be required this year for parents and children. Two sessions will be required: one for parents alone, 

and one for each Godly Play child and at least one parent. Children will be able to attend class after parent 

orientation, or when arrangements for orientation have been made.  Sessions will also be available for newcomers to 

the parish as needed. 

Orientation for Parents: Tues. Sept. 14 and 21, 7-8:30 p.m. and Sun. Sept.19, 12:30-2 p.m - childcare provided 

on Sunday  (Choose one date, one parent okay) 

Led by Linda Clapp, Godly Play Trainer, and other Godly Play teachers, this session for adults of 1 ½ hours includes 

experiencing Godly Play and a presentation on the Spirituality of Children, showing the educational philosophy and 

theology of Godly Play.  Discussion of what we do, why we do it, our expectations for children, and the necessary 

support of parents will be included.    

Orientation for Children and Parents Together:  Sundays Sept. 26, Oct. 3 and Oct. 10, at 10 a.m. (Choose one 

date for one parent to come with your child) 

Led by Linda Clapp and other Godly Play teachers, children are asked to bring one parent to share in one Godly 

Play class, with some discussion on how we do this and what behaviors and “spirit” enable Godly Play to be the 

wonderful time it was created to be. 

It is our hope that these sessions, along with fine-tuning the training of our teachers, both storytellers and 

doorpersons, and the return to our new Godly Play rooms, will result in a wonderful year of falling in love with God’s 

story and wondering together about our place in it.  A letter and sign-up information will follow in the mail for 

parents. With much care for our families, 

Jim Wheeler+, Karen Halac and Linda Clapp 

J2A goes to Lake Compounce! J2A goes to Lake Compounce! J2A goes to Lake Compounce! J2A goes to Lake Compounce!     
On August 18th AND 26th, TWO groups On August 18th AND 26th, TWO groups On August 18th AND 26th, TWO groups On August 18th AND 26th, TWO groups 
of J2A students enjoyed summer fun at of J2A students enjoyed summer fun at of J2A students enjoyed summer fun at of J2A students enjoyed summer fun at 
the oldest amusement park in the country the oldest amusement park in the country the oldest amusement park in the country the oldest amusement park in the country 
in Bristol, Connecticut, accompanied by in Bristol, Connecticut, accompanied by in Bristol, Connecticut, accompanied by in Bristol, Connecticut, accompanied by 
Stephen Clapp, Mother Kathleen, Karen Stephen Clapp, Mother Kathleen, Karen Stephen Clapp, Mother Kathleen, Karen Stephen Clapp, Mother Kathleen, Karen 
Halac, Chris Weekes, and Lisa Cerulli. A Halac, Chris Weekes, and Lisa Cerulli. A Halac, Chris Weekes, and Lisa Cerulli. A Halac, Chris Weekes, and Lisa Cerulli. A 
great getaway before school begins!great getaway before school begins!great getaway before school begins!great getaway before school begins!    

"Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as 
overseers – not because you must, but because you are willing, as 
God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not 
lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that will never fade away." I Peter 5:2-4. 



 

The Thursday Morning Bible Study Group 
Join us for a study of the book of Ruth beginning September 23rd. This group meets Join us for a study of the book of Ruth beginning September 23rd. This group meets Join us for a study of the book of Ruth beginning September 23rd. This group meets Join us for a study of the book of Ruth beginning September 23rd. This group meets 

every Thursday in the Conference Room from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. and every Thursday in the Conference Room from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. and every Thursday in the Conference Room from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. and every Thursday in the Conference Room from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. and 
many often stay for the 12:10 Holy Eucharist and brown bag lunch many often stay for the 12:10 Holy Eucharist and brown bag lunch many often stay for the 12:10 Holy Eucharist and brown bag lunch many often stay for the 12:10 Holy Eucharist and brown bag lunch 
afterwards. Come early for coffee and fellowship. Contact Sandy Libbey afterwards. Come early for coffee and fellowship. Contact Sandy Libbey afterwards. Come early for coffee and fellowship. Contact Sandy Libbey afterwards. Come early for coffee and fellowship. Contact Sandy Libbey 
at 203at 203at 203at 203----322322322322----1601 or George Howard (in the church office) at 3481601 or George Howard (in the church office) at 3481601 or George Howard (in the church office) at 3481601 or George Howard (in the church office) at 348----2619 2619 2619 2619 
ext. 10 for more information.ext. 10 for more information.ext. 10 for more information.ext. 10 for more information.    

Adult Formation (continued) 

“GOT PEACE“GOT PEACE“GOT PEACE“GOT PEACE????”   ”   ”   ”   Taizé ServiceTaizé ServiceTaizé ServiceTaizé Service    
Returns beginning Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m.Returns beginning Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m.Returns beginning Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m.Returns beginning Wednesday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m.    

Back by popular demand......our Taizé service will start up again on October 6, and will meet every 

Wednesday evening through November 17th. Services will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

All are welcome - newcomers and church members.....come and rest….in our candle lit sanctuary, a sacred 

space where you can spend time in quiet reflection. Led by Deacon Liz on flute. Enjoy the beauty of Taizé 

chants and meditative prayer. Registration is not required.  

For more information,  please email Deacon Liz:  lskaleski@stjohnsFor more information,  please email Deacon Liz:  lskaleski@stjohnsFor more information,  please email Deacon Liz:  lskaleski@stjohnsFor more information,  please email Deacon Liz:  lskaleski@stjohns----stamford.org stamford.org stamford.org stamford.org     
or call: 203or call: 203or call: 203or call: 203----856856856856----4944494449444944    

Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14Quilting Group Begins Tuesday, September 14thththththththth ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~  ~6:30 p.m. ~         
Are you interested in quilting? Join us in the conference room Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. starting 

September 14. No experience necessary. Everyone is welcome. If you are interested or have questions, 

please call Sandie at 203-348-2619 x10 or email:  sdefilippis@stjohns-stamford.org. 

 

Knitting Group Begins Tuesday, September 28 at 6:30 p.m.  
Do you like to knit? Join us in the conference room on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. for a newly formed 

prayer shawl ministry. If you are interested or have questions, please call the parish office.  

Parish CensusParish CensusParish CensusParish Census    
 If you haven’t filled out your parish census, please do so online by going to the link 

on the homepage of St. John’s website: www.stjohns-stamford.org.  

For those who would like to fill the census out by hand, printed copies can be found 

on the tables in the back of the church. Please fill out the census only once.  If you 

have any questions, problems, or feedback, please call Sandie in the Parish office at 

203-348-2619 ext 10. Thanks. 

Christmas Show SignChristmas Show SignChristmas Show SignChristmas Show Sign----ups!ups!ups!ups!    
We need you! Look for your sign-up sheet inserted on the inside of the Sunday bulletin. Give completed 
forms directly to Betsy Owens or Sunny Stearns or place them in the red envelope on the bulletin board 
in the dining room.  
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In Our Community 
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Volunteers Needed for Midnight RunVolunteers Needed for Midnight RunVolunteers Needed for Midnight RunVolunteers Needed for Midnight Run    
Midnight Run is an organization dedicated to serving the homeless in New York City. “Runs” go to the city 
nightly, providing warm blankets, clothing, toiletries, and food to our homeless brothers and sisters. For 
the past few months Cherie Hartmann, and Jiannethe Grajales, both members of St. John’s Parish, have 
trained on at least two runs. They have gained the necessary experience to lead St. John’s on their first 
run. Deacon Liz will be assisting them, and has secured the date of December 10, 2010.  

We will be heading to the streets of New York City with food and clothing! There will be a packing party 
on Thursday December 9. At this time we will be preparing food, organizing, and packing clothes. All are 

welcome to join us in preparation and/ or for the run. If you are interested in joining us on the run, or preparing 
food the night before, please contact Cherie Hartmann: cherieh@optonline.net, or Deacon Liz: 
deaconliz624@gmail.com.  

We are in need of the following items: 
Blankets:  Dark colors preferred. 

Used Backpacks, totes, knapsacks, bags: These are very much needed for the folks to carry their belongings. 

Clothing:  Used men’s jeans: (prefer large and extra large) winter (button down) shirts, coats, sweaters, 
belts, and hats.   

Hand warmers - dark colored sleeping bags. 

Used sneakers, shoes, lightweight boots, all in good condition (no dress shoes) 

NEW packages of heavy white tube socks and men’s briefs (no boxers) underwear, (M-L-XL) 

Women's items: More and more women are on the streets so we would like to have some women’s used 
clothing to give, especially new undergarments, and heavy white tube socks. 

Toiletries: small travel size soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, razors, shaving creme, 
powder, and body lotion. For those people traveling for business or vacation, please save the above 
mentioned toiletries for us!!! 

Donations may be left in the bin in the dining room labeled Midnight Run.  There will also be a container for 
collection in the rear of the church.  Thank you!! 

Job Seekers Job Seekers Job Seekers Job Seekers ----  St. John’s has TALENT!   St. John’s has TALENT!   St. John’s has TALENT!   St. John’s has TALENT!     
As you know, many talented people are having difficulty finding work in this difficult economy. We have gath-

ered a confidential list of our own parishioners with information about the kind of work they are seeking. Many 

are interested in short-term “survival” jobs as they look for permanent work. SO, if you have work opportunities 

for your fellow parishioners, please contact Karen Halac (karenhalac@stjohns-stamford.org / 203.629.9173.) We 

have painters, carpenters, interior designers, data entry people, babysitters, gardeners, and members with all kinds 

of other skills eager to work with you. If your company is hiring, please refer job descriptions to the church (and 

thank you to those parishioners who have already done so.) Let’s pull together as a church family during these 

challenging times. 

Ordination of Mother Kathleen at The Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
Saturday, September 25, 2010 ~ 10:30 a.m.  

The Ordination of Mother Kathleen to the Sacred Order of Priests will take place on Saturday, September 25 at 
10:30 a.m. at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City. Fr. Jim Wheeler will be one of the 
presenters. She will be ordained by the Bishop of New York with six others in a Celebratory Eucharist in this 
historic Gothic Cathedral with full choir and Cathedral organ. Clergy are invited to process. St. John’s is hiring a 
bus for easy transportation and parking (otherwise difficult). We need to know numbers in advance, so sign up as 
soon as possible with Sandie DeFilippis by calling the parish office at (203) 348-2619 x 10 or email: 
sdefilippis@stjohns-stamford.org (Price of St. John’s bus transport will be less than train and taxi!) 
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Wednesdays, September 1 & 8 ~ Lunchtime Music ~ 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.   
Join us in the afternoon for an hour of music outside on Canterbury Green with Dr. Jackson. For these last two 
concerts, we will be treated to a special guest singer to be announced.  

Monday Evenings, Adult Bible Study ~ 7:30 p.m.  
Monday night Bible study and Prayer Group meets every week from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. for fellowship and Bible 
study. Come hear and feel the spirit of Christ as we study the essentials of effective prayer. All are welcome! Contact 
Olive Grant for more information at 203 252-6245. 

Tuesday Evenings beginning September 14 ~ Quilting Group ~ 6:30 p.m.  
This group meets every Wednesday in the conference room. For more details, please turn to page 6.  

Saturday, September 18 ~ Ice Cream Social in the Courtyard ~ 6:00 p.m. 
Join us for an Ice Cream Social to welcome newcomers to St. John’s Parish. All are invited. More details to come. 

Sunday, September 19 ~ Great Welcome Sunday ~ 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  
On this Sunday, we welcome those who have been away for part or all of the summer. We welcome new people 
who are exploring membership in St. John’s Church. We welcome children to register for Church School and the 
return of our full fall program of adult Christian formation, church school and choir.   

In past years we have had a full potluck sit down brunch, but as we are in the midst of construction and have room 
limited space, we will continue the potluck tradition and invite everyone to bring food items to share for a stand up 
potluck brunch. Limited seating will be provided for those who need it.   

Saturday, September 25 ~ Safe Church Training ~ St. Mark’s, New Canaan ~ 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
St. John’s will be sending participants to this Safe Church Training workshop and would love for you to join them 
if you have an interest. Particularly, if you are involved with children and youth. You may register by calling Mary 
Hart at Diocesan House at 860-233-4481 or email her at mhart@ctdiocese.org. Easy online registration is 
available at: www.ctdiocese.org. Please speak with Father Jim or Karen Halac if you have any questions.  

Saturday, September 25~ Ordination of Mother Kathleen to the Priesthood~ 10:30 a.m.  
Join us for a trip to New York City for the ordination of Mother Kathleen at The Cathedral Church of St. John 
the Divine. We will be traveling by bus, please look for the sign up sheet in the dining room or call Sandie 
DeFilippis in the parish office during business hours at 203-348-2619 ext. 10 to sign up. 

Sunday Mornings, Sept. 26 to Oct. 31 ~ Adult Spiritual Journey Workshops ~ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

Join us in the Parlor on Sunday mornings for a 6 session workshop with Mother Kathleen, Father Jim and Karl 
Griswold-Kuhn. Come for one or all of the six sessions in the parlor. For complete details please turn to page 3. 

Sunday, September 26~ Celebration of Rev. Kathleen’s New Ministry begins at 10:15 a.m.  
The Celebration of New Ministry for Mother Kathleen will take place during the 10:15 service followed by a 
festive Coffee Hour to celebrate Mother Kathleen’s New Ministry. Please join us. 

Sunday, September 26~ Children’s Choir Practice Resumes ~ 11:45 a.m. (Details on page 2) 

Sunday, October 3 ~ Blessing of the Animals Service ~ 11:45 a.m.  
All creatures - great and small—are invited to attend St. John’s Blessing of the Animals Service on Canterbury 
Green. A Bake Sale to benefit Stamford Animal Care & Control Shelter will immediately follow the service. The 
event is free and open to all with special treats for our furry and feathered friends. Rain or Shine. 

Saturday, October 16 ~ Women’s Retreat ~ 9:00 a.m. -12 p.m. Noon  
Come away for a morning of prayer, reflection and Holy Rest inspired by the women saints and women pictured 
in the windows and Lady Chapel at St. Johns. Breakfast and light lunch will be served. 

Sunday, October 17 ~ Meaghan Joynt & Sean Jackson in Concert ~ 4:00 p.m.  
Join us for an enjoyable evening featuring the best of Soprano Meaghan Joynt accompanied by our own Organist 
Dr. Sean Jackson who will also be performing some new spectacular organ solo works. These two accomplished 
performers are sure to please. A donation of $10 is suggested at the door. 
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   7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
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